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Greetings to all. Hope that this winter is treating you gently, We've had mostly rain and
dreariness - only a'trace of snow on Long Island. We're all ok. lan has returned to Maryland for
his last semester at Towson U. He's very happy about that! His Uncle loe helped arrange an
internship in the sports dept. at Fox5 news, and Ian enjoyed working the tapes, answering the
phones (talking with sports agents, players, etc.), and even attending a Mets press conference,
complete with lunch. He'll be looking for a job in sports management or TV (yes, he liked it) - or
he can work at his old export/import company until he gets what he wants. Wish him luck! Kate
returns to Williams next week for her spring semester of junior year. She did spend the fall
semester in Galway, Ireland at the University there. She went through a program at Beaver
College (Pa.). Overall, it was a good experience, but since she did not go with any other Williams
friends, it was a bit Jonely. She survived the weather and saw much of the country. She took a
quick trip to Oxford, England, too, to see some college friends. Perhaps the biggest news is that

--she got-George-and me (confirmed terra firma lovers)-to-fly over there with Matt-to-visit-her-and———

see the country at Tharkspiving time. Ceorge and I consider our flights great accomplishments.
{Are any of you less than thrilled with fiying, too7 ) Anyway we survived our thankfully
uneventful flights and spent 8 days dealing with Ireland's narrow, windy roads, sheep, rain/fog,
etc. We had a grand adventure actually. It started a little inauspiciously since we couldn't land at
Shannon as planned because of fog. We flew on across the country to Dublin. After landing
there, George and I were not interested in making a quick reflight back to Shannon! Luckily Avis
honored our reservation in Dublin, and we started our explorations there, The Irish are smart ...
on many street corners they have painted this endearing message on the pavement: "Look to the
right." Believe me, it saves every American from being creamed by those double decker busses
coming along the left side of the street! After a quick look at Dublin, we headed west in our
lovely Toyota Carina (Camry) and finally succumbed to jet lag. We picked up our luggage back
in Shannon the next morning, and finally found Kate in Galway. (A real feat since the Irish do
NOT believe in putting street names anywhere (if at all) where they can be seen}) We spent a few
more days travelling in the rugged, beautiful west, took a wild ferry ride out to the Aran Islands,
and then explored County Clare and the Killarney lake region. It went too fast, of course! Matt
was a great travel companion and our official photographer. We miss the Irish lilt, the pubs, the
scenery, the Guinness (well, George says it tastes better there ... I drank the lighter locat fare).
We spent Thanksgiving eating "hearty" beef stew in O'Connor's pub in Doolin on the west coast.

_ Anyway, the holidays were a bit of an anticlimax after ail the adventure. We're busy with
teaching/library/coaching/studenting/ etc. ... the usual now. Hope everyone had blessed holidays.
It's glad to hear of upturns after some rough going. We think of you all and pray for you.

Looking forward to hearing more E:uOd sigws the next time around. 6‘2@1

T, SO
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W Dear Family, ~ Jan 27,1998
If Aunt Anna could see us alf now with oyr computers, e-mail, faxes etcMll Our next step on the
technology updcrres will be seriding pictures via the coemputer so we can see with our own eyes how the
Family is growing. We have all come a long way since this ROBIN was started {12 years ago this month
according to my records). We are all spread out in miles and generations but our hearts are all
atfached to the roots of our family tree. L
' Tt is so good to hear this round that everyone seems ‘ro be doing better healthwise, - We keep : ‘{
everyoiie, yeung, old and in-between in our prayers.
Our biggest news on this end of the Island is the arrival of 'Aéfffé'}? Lynn on Oct 25™ Andy &
Patti are thrilled with their new daughter as are Aunt Patti, Aunt Karen, Uncle Paul & Uncle Michael
not to mention the very proud Grandma and Grandpa. Patti & Paul continue with their careers and
Karen & Michael are proceeding with college and various jobs.
. Wewill be anxiously awaiting the news from Lorrgine & John and our thoughts are with aft the
" Fields family as they pr-epur'e for Jason's wedding. Stay happy and heqlfhy
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9_\3.8'\‘1% Hello to everyone from Milwaukee! - 7-sp

El Nino has messed things up in lots of places this winter,
but not here. Virtually no snow and only one day when the temper-
ature has gone below zero. One day in January was so balmy that I ;
was even able to wear shorts to work - the standard uniform for !
the folks in the sports dept. (provided we’re not out covering ;
something). The big thing professionally for me was organizing
all our stories on the Winter Olympics, and I'm glad I no longer
have to spend each day getting a headache trying to figure out
what time it is in Japan at any given moment. That is, until it
happens all over again in 2000 when the Summer Games are in Aus-— S
tralia. ‘

This being an even-numbered year, it figures to be time for
another trip to Ireland for me in the spring. But instead, my
great and good friend, Betty Mullins, and I will be doing an East - - -

\ Ceoast trek -‘as far north.as;Williamstown, Mass.,. to ©ée niece - R 3

| Kate and as fur soutin as Washington, D.C., with stops at Gettys- '

' burg, Towson, Md. (to see nephew Ian), Philadelphia (Eileen and::
family) and, of course, Long Island.

That will be in May. But before that, of course, will be the
happiest time of year - the return of baseball!

That’s about all there is to report from here. Love to all.
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March 4, 1998
Dear Family,

Before | start, here’s a thought that might speed the letter up a bit. When you send out the letter to the next
person on the list, send a post card (or an e-mail message, if you're so enabled) to the person two names down from
yours. That way, the recipient of the post card (or e-mail) will know that the letter is on the way and they can start
organizing their thoughts in preparation for its arrival.

OK ... here’s what's happening in Richmond, VA (the center of the universe).

Chris & Claudine participated in another Confirmation retreat weekend in early February. This year, both were
peer leaders in different small groups. This is Claudine’s first year as peer leader (she was a confirmand last year) and
Chris’ third year. The weekend is an emotionally charged and mentally exhausting experience for all involved that ends
with a “surprise” Mass at the hotel with the parents and sponsors.

Chris is preparing for a week in Panama City Beach FL during spring break. He has completed the transition
from a computer science major to a major in graphic design. This is his third year at VA Tech where he continues to be
very involved with the Campus Crusade for Christ. He is working on a plan to return to Orlando this summer to continue
his work with the CCC. For the internet enabled, why not check out Chris’ little site on the world wide web? Just point
your browser to http://chrismay.home.ml.org/ to see what he’s been up to.

Claudine received early notification that she has been accepted to all of colleges she applied to. She is torn
between going to Virginia Tech, where she could be with her brother for (at least) one year, and
Radford University, where she has received a partial scholarship. Decisions, decisions! She is in
the midst of auditioning for the lead role in the school’s spring production of “The Pajama Game” (She
was hoping that the school would pick “How to Succeed in Business...,” but a neighboring school
picked that play first.)

Danie is finishing her last year teaching at the preschool she is currently working at. Each
year she has been less content with the school, but this year has been a real bear! The church
/school building is being renovated and the preschool staff is being treated like second class citizens.
They are not being notified when work will be performed, classes are being moved about
haphazardly, teaching materials are being lost or destroyed, and jackhammers are being used on the
classroom wall while school is in session. It's been miserable. Because of the construction debris
in the parking lot, Danie and another teacher have each had two punctured tires on their cars.

When she’s home, she quilts her little heart out, spending most of her free time in her “sewing studio” (the room
above the garage).

At work, | have been very busy as one of the team of Engineers who are interfacing with inspectors from the
NRC during a seven-week long inspection of our Surry Power Station. This inspection is one of a series of inspections
that the NRC has been conducting among nuclear licensees that focuses on how well the licensee maintains the “design
bases” of the plants. We are expecting more than 800 formal questions about the design of the plant during the
inspection.

Softball will be starting again in just a few weeks. Once again, | plan to play on the K of C team and the St.
Michael’s “Defenders” coed team. Claudine is planning on rejoining me this year on the St. Michael’s team.

For those who are not aware, Monica has been shuttling between Williamsburg Hospital and the Pines Nursing
Home for the past eight weeks after she broke her ankle in a fall at home on January 5. Yes, after years of practice
flops, she finally landed with her leg under her body. After being carried off to the emergency room and being fitted with a
cast, she was admitted to the hospital because she would be unable to move about herself and Mom certainly is in no
shape to help her move. So, after several days in the hospital, she was transferred to The Pines Nursing Home across
the street (by ambulance, | might add.) After a week at the nursing home, Monica learned that her bones were separating
instead of healing, so it was back to the hospital for surgery on February 2.

The doctors installed a metal plate and a bunch of screws in her ankle and after two more days in the hospital,
she was transported back to The Pines. She’ll be coming home in about a week.

A reminder, if anyone has a computer that runs Windows 3.1 or Win95 and a modem and does not already have
access to E-mail, | can send along software for a free E-mail service called JUNO. Let me know if you're interested!

Eric


Eric May
2-50a

Eric May
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FHay 7, 1998

Greetings 4riom.Gilliamsbung, VA

Ves, we're on E-madl, Loo. 1& is s0 much easier than wrniting a fetffen gud
1 cheapen, too - much cheapen than a Long distance phone call, Although it is nice
L0 hearn a familiar volce once in awhile.

I'm 83488 aciive An chuich wornk ~ welcoring new femilies Luto the panish,
We've been having receptions {or newcomens every 4 monihs - but now we're having
LThem eveny othen month - we have so meny famifies moving into oun parish. From
Manch 8th to Apnil 30 we have 60 new families To whom we ane Sending invitations
Lo the neceplioon we are having f{on them on May 37. T wish the new church was
buildt already - we need a Langen chunch and mone panking spaces.

; I'm 64428 having problems wilth my Leg and bach....still going to the chino-
practon and Inled acupuncture, but 1 don'Zt feel much differnent,

Mondlca has been home since Manch 11 - s2LLL weans the fracture boot - the break
A4 not completely healed. She has fallfen 4 Zimes af home - she days she gets a
Zuwinge An hen kmee - can't heep hen balance - and down she goes. The docton pre-
sendbed o knee brace to stabilize the knee and keep hen from fakling. This is all
on Zhe same Leg. The bool goes from foot to just unden the knee and the bnee brace
gues grom calf to hip - so the brace goes unden the boot. So far L& has been nothing
but trouble and pain and discomfornt, . it needs adjustment.

onlea wild be staniting Zo go back to volunteending ot the 0fde Towne Medical
 Cenfen next week. They meet hen at the curd with a wheelchain and bring hex back
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can when finished - that's how much they apprecilate The wornk she's
them - and she does fove fthe work - on computen.

1t was 40 good to see LThem
just gox pictures of the childrwen - Lt's second best Lo 'in penson’.
they willd be moving Ainto thein new-houde May 18 --- he can'i wadll.

will be coming home fnom schock tomonnow (5/8) - anothen yean gone by.
go o Flondida forn the summer working for the CCC as he did Lasi summer.
(22 graduate from HS on June 11 and she has choden Radfond College -
endng her a parntiol scholanship - hen majon will be Drama.

wtudations fo Lonaaine and Joha on thedin new davghten, Andanna Leigh,

o4 eandy on Manch 6 ....... and congraiulations Lo Ronnie and Augle

nandparnents fon the §inst time Lasit Qctober. and best wishes
amily plannding Jason's wedding in Sepfember.
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_Dear Family, | . September 15,1998

Yes, we've joined the ranks of p.c. users. The computer is a terrific convenience for doing work at home. In.fact, 1 can actually log in fo
worke from my house and conduct most of my business without having to hop in the car or on a frain. Just the same, some tasks are
better left to an old-fashioned typawtiter. | would have wntten thls leftér on-one of those typewnters if only 1 could have found one.

It's been another wild and crazy's summer here in Malveme Joseph (age 6) had the time of his life, going to swimming lessons and the
. beach, and basebali games and waler’ parks. Young kids have so many opportunities these days. He's already completed two years
of Little League, he's n his second season of soccer and his second season of basketball is fast approaching.
Alas, it all caime to an end last week, with the beginning of first grade, a shock if there ever was one. Apparently, the teacher wants
them to do work and that interferes with play time. | tried fo explain to him that he's growing up and he's a smart kid and blah,blah.blah,
but I don't think he bought any of it. Eventually, t just told him he had to go and that's that. . B

Terence (3} just started his nursery school. 3 half-days per week, and-after day one, we conSIder it a greaf success. Poor kld
.duesn't know what awaits him in three years.

That will leave Kira (2) home for a few afternoons per week and she can pretencl she’s an only ¢ chlld

' .A friend of mine once descnbed the d|fférehce be‘tween hav:ng two children and three children as the d:fference betlween a“man fo rnan

.-+ - defense and a “zone.” “And { have to agree Put two of my kids together and alt is well. Add in a third, and you have mayhem!?

If any of their friends from across the street come over, and you can imagine the results!

Our family reached several milestones this summer, Barbara and George celebrated their 25th wedding anniversary. lan, Kate
-and Matthew threw a "surprise” party for their parents. | put surprise in quotes because they had to tell George ahead of time. If
* was the only way they could be sure he'd show up. | had the distinct honor of filling in for my brother when they took a

picture of the wedding party. They assured me they won't pull a switcheroo and put Frank's head over mine.

" The other milestone’? Mom went to the farm a few weeks ago for the first time in about a hundred years! Maybe one of these summers,
we can head up there, too.

In short, &l is wel... The time keeps zooming by and the Clines family keeps zooming along.

Here is our new e-mail addres: CLINESJ@prodigy.net %
T
m ‘ %BQ 4

Dear Family, 922198

| agree that it would be super to attempt a big family reunton within the next two years....Of course, | may
still be single then, so its no big deal for me fo re-arrange my schedule. The Christensens were actualty all
together for a day in August---our first ime in 3 years! It was real enjoyable, especially playing with my
three nieces all at the same time.

Just ast week, | visited Lorraine & John in Charlotte, to spend some quality time with Arianna. En route, |
saw a couple old navy buddies {in MD and Wash, DC) for the first time in 12 yearsifil | ran out of time to
drop by Eric’s place in Richmond.

Looking forward, 'm still on my yearlong career search (looking for a management position in a financial or

other service company that doesn't start at “entry-level” pay).  Still tutoring ESL twice per week, cholr
-.starting again, and continuing to explore the Internet | used to really travel the world {like my bro Ken
~ continues to do) but now it has become virfuaf travel.

Ill see Ken again at his buddy’s (my former roommate’s) wedding next week. I've had roommates coming
~_and going over the past several months, but am stable again, with two ladies, With a deal like that, who
. Needs marriage? Hello to all new arivals, as well as the cousins I've never gven met!

Love,

K@/
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. Dear pamug,,.

S - 120ctober 1998 27,

It was good to get the family letter again. ’This"'F'zill‘-we it odcupying ourselves

pretty much the same way we did last year. Soccer games are taking up much of our
- weekends, because the league that Brian and Emily play in schedules 1-2 games for cach
kid each weekend. Brian is doing preity well with soccer this year. He has become a lot
. more aggressive, and found that he liked being a forward.. He's even gotten a few goals
this year, a first time thing for him because he’s mostly played defense before. Of course,
. Brian being Brian, no one can figure out that he has scored the goal because he’s so quiet
about it. Emily seems to enjoy playing soccer too although it seems that the 6-year old girls
“are a lot less serious about their games than the 9-year old boys.
Brian has started 4th grade this year, and Emily has started Ist. Their school has
:more homework and projects in 4th, grade than previous grades, so Brian needs (o adjust.
He’s been spending a lot of his free time lately working on an elaborate robot costume for
‘Halloween. Emily seems to be doing well in first grade, even though only a couple of her
buds from Kindergarten are in her class this year. She has just started taking gymnastics
class again; she’s done that off-and-on for almost two years. [t's amazing how limber they
can be at this age. Colin is just turning two and a half. He’s a good kid but it's frustrating
is that he is not on a good sleeping schedule. He can’t quite make it through the day
without a nap, so he goes to sleep around 3 and we wake him up around 5. Then he’s
crabby for an hour or so and wide awake at bedtime! The only good thing is that he is

~ asleep when B. and E. come home from school and [ can help them with their homework.

Joe’s workplace work has become frustrating, too. He has another new boss for
research at his site, and it is clear that this guy is going to.make big changes in Cardio-
vascular research, the arca in which Joe has been working for his ten years at Merck.

* Before I send this letter off, I should report that Mom spent a couple of days in the

. hospital last week. Joe(C. not L.) took her to be checked out because she was having

shortness of breath and chest pain, but tests showed that she had not had a heart attack.
She’s feeling much better as T write this.

It was good to see everyone’s news. Here’s wishing everyone a safe and happy
Halloween, Thanksgiving, and (since the decorations are in the stores already anyway)
Christmas! Love to all, m &3
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Hello to one and all!
It is great to read a round of primarily good news! We've all had our bumps and bruises, but
the may family continues to flourish!

“We are getting somewhat settled into the new house. Although the house is Tlarger than the
old, we had not considered the configuration and the additional plans we had for items like
an “office” on the third floor, with 3 computers, a fax and a “S5 in one” machine. As a
result, we are Tlacking storage. So, the basement is basically a dump, and various other
spots are loaded with miscellaneous boxes. But, the new house is definitely an improvement,
both in the 1living quarters and the backyard area. Billy & Gillian can practice soccer
{though G quit her team}. Shannon gets her exercise running from one slide to another, and
then after one of the other twd. We get our exercise running after her! And Nannie gets to
sit at her window and watch the whole thing. Her apartment has become the TV room on the
first floor, so we generally gather there. It also has the only bathroom on the first flgor! -

Billy and Gillian are doing well 1in school. we have occasional trouble with G, the ymd,

not paying attention and daydreaming, but she pulls through with flying colors when she ;
needs to. We have a children’s Liturgy of the word, and when we sit down to Sunday dinner,, :
we usually ask what the story was about. G remembers, and even adds what the leader had to
say about it {as well as her own commentary!} .Shannon.participates in our nightly meai .
_ pravers, smiling as we nray grace {God 7s grear, God is goodi Thank You, God, for this food!}, and
“then chiming in with her “amcni” she’s singing songs and narrating stories: we just don’t
alwavs know what they are about. . ’ . ‘
Billy has remained faithful to soccer, B & G each have scouts, their <cp, and will. scon
start jce skating lessons. It’s a handful, but it beats having them Tying around the house,
which is what they probably would do if we didn’t keep them occupied. o
Deanne & I would love to ?ust 1ie around the house sometime. with work {A at Deutsche Bank,
=D at Mercy College}, sidelines {D with Fuller Brush, tutoring Math, teaching CCD}, and other -
activities {we Tead the children’s Liturgy, A leads Scripture Study, D is on the parish
council and liturgy group, and we are chairing a big fund raiser for the parish schools next
year}; we are guite busy. But_we want to be doers and not just_sayers, and make some
difference in how things are. Plus we want the kids to enjoy their lives. S0, we choose to
be as busy as we can bel . .
we should be signing contracts on the sale of Morsemere, Tinally. That will help alleviate ; o
. some of the background stress. That leaves us with the apartment {rented} and this house. i
-Mom is doing relatively. well. _-she’'s lately battling an infection on her leg, but has that .
Ticked. There. are those aches and pains, but we didn’t like the alternatives we thought we
had to face a Tew years hack. We want her to.see her grandchildren grow up, even if she only
‘sees them twice a year. Monica is having trouble coming back from her broken ankle. She's
been in the hospital, then nursing home tor therapy, and is now home. I’T171 let them fill you
in on all that. :
Eric & Danie are trying to figure out what to do with two kids away to College {other than
pay bills}! chris is in the home stretch at va. Tech, and Claudine is starting at Radford.

we would 1ike to endorse the “idea. of a_Tfamily “get together”, maybe next.summer; maybe in
2000, I'm-afraid of the.prospect of..trying.to, identify whe is who, and if we don’t get
to%ether soon, it’1] never happen! I lost track of how maly new family meibers there are that
I haven’t even met yet. or; when the ldst time was.I did‘meet the rest. Should we nominate
“the Farm” ‘g@s the best place, Pathéer than trying to' rert out a’ 'place big enocugh {sorry, aunt
Claire!}? It could "be''1ike Woodstock 2000!" T can’t even think of another place ‘that is
centrally Tlocated: everyone's too far flung! Let’s-keep .the idea alive! ... .. ..
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