Sep. 14, 2014
Dear. Family,
"Whew!" That's what. I'm saying when the school bus pulls away every morning at
around 7:24; AM: This year marks a huge changem our household with Arianna starting 7th . .
grade (considered H : here, as the Tri-Valley campus accommodates Pre-k all the way through
H.S. anyway, so why, bother paying Another admimstrataon for "middle" school). and the boys
started fill-day Kindergarten, complete with three different teachers! Kaylin rounds out the
bunch in 5 th grade.
How does Mom feel about all these changes? Nothing that all of you folks don't already
know! The good news is that although the boys. all have minor colds already, we're all
surviving, and even my sweet little Matthew (the sensitive one) was proud of himself because
yesterday he made it through the whole day without crying once for Mommy—even in Gym
class!

Aizanna will continue competitive gymnastics this year and Kaylin will keep up with her
various animal, art and library p ro grams. As far as the boys are concerned, I think just getting
into the routine of "real" school is plenty enough for them right now!
Another change for me is in CCD. I've been teaching 3 and 4 th grade for several years,
but this year I've been invited to teach 8 1' grade Confirmation preparation. Always up for a
challenge and actually hoping to "make a difference," I'm praying that I made the right decision.
Hey, if nothing else, I'm sure IT learn a thing or two myself!
Thankfully, John is still at Kohl's and all is doing fine there—the "day" shift offers its
benefits as well as its deficits. The 5AM to 5PM work day is grueling, with all the "bosses"
breathing down his back, but on the other hand, it's a foo r day workweek, Wed. through Sat.
. That's the news from the Klein clan for now. I send this along with a plentitude of
prayers for all in our family, especially UncleChar lie's gang. We have one more flower in
,
heaven who we can call on for help!
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Greetings! Luckily the RR arrived before I left for a two week vacation out west.
We'll sta rt in CA and drive our way back (via 94) to Milwaukee and then home. Are we
nuts? I'll let you know. The reason we can travel now (in autumn) s that George
reti red. The teacher NYS buyout was just attractive enough to make it happen. He'll
coach track in the winter and spring.- I am not retiring any time soon!
Matt and Carolyn have bought a house in Maplewood, NJ. Looks like Kate will
keep a job as funding trickles in to the science founda tion. Ian is back working in
customs brokerage; . not thrilled, but employed FT with benefits.
We were lucky to have all 6 of us together last weekend to celebrate George's
mother's 90th birthday. And all but Kate made it to Lackawack Hill this year. Missed
those who could not attend!
We join in prayers for Charles and all the May family concerns. Rest in peace,
Chas. But we're grateful for all the good news in the RR, too. Happy autumn!
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Oct. 17, 2010

Dear Family

GUILTY - So sorry but I am guilty of holding on to the letter for 3 weeks!!! When
Madeline wrote in July, she was just leaving to come here to NC. When I received the
letter, Augie & I were just leaving for FLI! We came home from FL, worked a few days
" our granddaughter Clem for her 5 th birthday. Then it
and then headed to SC to "s
was back to work for a few days and now we are preparing W go to the VA hospital in
Augie will undergo surgery for prostate cancer so the May family
Asheville.
prayers are in need again.
Ashley will he
oldest
Our children and their children are all dothg
Time
is flying by
(yikes)
next
week
and
the
youngest,
Ty
will
be
I
in
turning 13
faster and faster.
As I write, our trues
upcoming holidays and the cool fall
llope evmom enjoys
here in NC are starting to look really pretty.
Love & pnyen to all,

Oct-.
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Novem be r 6, 2010
Dear Family,
The letter
caught me flat-footed. I usually have my part mostly written when the Robin arrives and simply
finishing touches on it ... but not this time! And then, it arrived just as the refueling outage
at 5urry Power Station really
started to roll along (ALWAYS issues for my Engineers to help resolve).
... let's see what we can do ...
First off, both Chris & Kristy and
ghton & Claudine celebrated
their first anniversaries this year and all is well with
them. We learned that Kristy has been laid off again from her job at a Graphic D es ign company. Its been a rocky road for
her: two years
a part-time contractor, then
she was a full - time employee, then she was ldd off, then she returned
Chris & Kristy have d ec lared
rehired full - time, and now laid off again. Trials of a small
that they're 'OK' with the
situation, as his job remains stable.
Dane's 'two - Ow - a- week' job at the quilt shop has been more of an exception than a rule, as has the 'no-w eeke nds' benefit.
The shop own ers have been spending most of their energy
on their side business of publishing quilt patt er ns in partnership with
a parti cu lar fabric mill. They
have left mast of the d ay -to-day ma nag ement of the store to the more senor staff, but the staff
has to cover the time when the own er s are may . hence the additional hours. So far, this hasn't caused any problems.
Recent, the own ers told the staff that they
looking to sell the place, or partner with someone else who would complete ly
take over m anage ment of the store.
The parade of wor kers leaving the Dominion Resources offices under
the Voluntary Separation Program continues, os the
to key personnel are expiri ng . I have one more engineer
who will leave under the program , but who was
ex tensions g ran ted
to April 2011. I have not yet filled the t hre e positions left from those who previously took the
As
ex tended

2-253
expected, the attempt to fill the positions from within has failed, and so far, I can't find any qualified applicants (anyone out
there do pipe stress, pipe support, fracture mechanics or seismic qualification
anybody? I did receive a resume from a bus
driver, who thought he would be a perfect fit for the job.) Let's just say that challenges continue ...
In an effort to get rid of some clutter in the house, I've been going through the many of my father's photo slide trays
that were passed on to me by mom. I'm taking the slides from the trays, discarding the trays, scanning the pictures into the
computer and compacting & packaging the slides. Here are three of the group pictures that I picked out of the collection:
•

tiI40
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To see these and many more (although just a sample) of dad's old pictures (and lots of mine, too) go to:
http://picasaweb.google.com/Eric4816/
In spite of my 'advancing' age, I have continued to participate in Softball with St. Michael's 'Defenders' Co-ed Church
League team. I still show up and get on base more reliably than a large percentage of the team (I think Catholics are, in
general, 'softball challenged'). Dane & I still form half of the 'Wastin' Away' K of C mixed bowling league team. Chris &
Claudine are both on the sub list, but Chris' availability is limited. Claudine frequently gets the call to sub, not only on our team,
but others as well. You can always tell which lanes she's on, as there are always smiles there . .. regardless of how she, or
anyone else bowls, as she is always fun to be around.
In June/July, we took a two-week vacation out west (coincided with the family reunion). The trip began and ended in Las
Vegas, but most of the time was spent on the road.' First, we went east to Hoover Dam and Williams, AZ (via Route 66), where
we took the train to the Grand Canyon (south rim). We then we went west to CA to see Sequoia and Yosemite NPs. Otherwise,
we have taken two long weekend getaways to a bed & breakfast in V A' s Northern Neck and a cottage Nags Head in NC.
Enough of my miscellaneous ramblings. Need to get this letter into the mailbox.
BTW, as a reminder, the archives of this

round

robin letter can be viewed at a site that Ray maintains:

http://www.stillconnected.com/may/roundrobin.html
The archive is currently only updated to October 2007, but I'll
Eric & Danie

be

sending the last few rounds to Ray shortly for inclusion.

-2Cg
Nov. 15, 2010

Dear Family,

Wow, only 6 months since I last wrote! Seems, like not much has happened, but then I
reflect back and there's plentyof Changes. Nicole passed her road test, started senior yeu
of High. School, got a job at Children's Place and we went ohthe "College tour" to FIT
and School of Visual She's looking to pursue Art Therapy for children. I bought a
new car so I gave her my Malibu and now I'm driving a shiny new Camaro.
Megan is now a sophomore and has really been doing well with her studies. I guess I had
some concerns for my "wild child" in her younger years, but she has matured into a very
responsible young lady. Megan will continue with track but it's up in the air with Nicole
now that she's working and also taking a Sunday art class at Adelphi university, although
she thinks she'll be able to squeeze it
Mom is in Africa a week now, on a 2 12 week journey through Morocco and Tunisia,
staying one night in a tent in the Sahara desert. Did I say vacation?? She gets back
Thanksgiving Day and I'll pick her up and bring her back to my girlfriends house where
I'll be spending the day with my kids....and her Mom and kids.
Still hanging on at The Times, but as the publisher recently said, we won't be putting out
a hard copy forever, soon it'll be electronic copy only. Yes, the world is changing.
Happy Thanksgiving to all......and a MERRY CHRISTMAS !!!!!
Rest in peace Chas, I remember you as a funny, happy guy!!!
Love to all,
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Greetings from Gloucester and Williamsburg,
December 14, 2010
Well Monica has had 2 big things happen that effects her at WRCRC: A new replacement for the job of
social worker has come. The other one changed jobs right there in WRCRC. She was always "busy" and just
didn't make appointments for Monica with the dentist and even her wheel chair. Well, Monica is still waiting to
have work done on her teeth but she did have a repairman come and look at her power chair. This appointment
was made by the new social worker (Monica thinks she'll be good for that job). She called and a repairman came
and found her charger was bad on her power chair — gave Monica a `loaner'. He also says the batteries are low
and they'll probably have to be replaced. I'm not sure what is to happen - we'll have to wait and see. Otherwise
Monica is driving around the halls, visiting some of her `friends' there and enjoys her TV, DVD, puzzle books,
newspapers, etc. when in her room.
Me, I'm going to church and stores via the Chambrel bus and to doctor's appointments with the Chambrel
car so I don't really need a car of my own. Whenever I'm in the car with Eric (I always sit in the front seat — I
can't physically get into the back seat) When it's darkish out and I can't see where we have to make a turn, I say
to Eric: "I'm glad I'm not driving anymore!" — and I really mean it ........I still do therapy: go on the NuStep and
do stretching and weightlifting exercises and I go once a week to play a game of pool (billiards) with the therapist
— this if for my balance. I love that therapy. I did lose 45 lbs. and would like to lose a little more to keep my
body going the best it can. ..... Eric put on an attachment on my walker to make the arm rests higher so that I will
not bend over as much as I usually do. The therapist says I look better and I am walking pretty well with it. It
will take time to really get used to it. It is a challenge — my body (my back and arms) are not used to standing tall
and seeing things at a normal range.
I do like to read all the things happening to everyone. Yes, Bunny, you and Monica, Barbara and Theresa
will turn `60' in 2011. Monica also has 4 friends in NY who will also turn 60....Yes, Barbara, I, too, do not use
Facebook - I don't know enough about it — Email is good enough for me, too. .... Augie, I hope your surgery was
successful and you are on the road to recovery.....Of course, I was shocked to hear of Chaz' death.
Monica and I keep you in our prayers — keep us in yours. I hope you all had a merry and blessed
Christmas and have a very happy and healthy New Year.
Love to all, Rosemary and Monica

1/12/11
Dear Family..
As I write, we're digging out of our second large snowstorm in three weeks. I find that I can tolerate
snow around Christmastime, but it gets annoying soon after.
We were fortunate that the weather cooperated for our family
Aunt Claire, Ray, Ken and
Lorraine were able to join us. And we wished Aunt Claire a Happy 8011!
filled you all in during the summer about our various
2010 was a momentous year for us. Frank
graduations and such. Since then, Joseph has finished his first semester at Fordham University. (As
he pois out, he's lasted longer in the dorms than I did.) Kira has finished her first trimester at
and as of this writing, is ranked
Kellenberg High School. Terence is a sophomore at Chminad
number 7 in his class.
Mary Jo and I had a wonderful time in Paris. We walked through just about every neighborhood and
ate some fantastic meals. We also took more than 500 pictures. We sure couldn't have done that with
our old film camera. If you! - - ,get a spare couple of hours, you can come over and we'll go through
all of them.
So, it has been a very good year for the Malverne Clineses—and we're looking forward to 2011.
Love to all,
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24 March 2011
Dear Family,
I've kept the family letter too long, my excuse being I've had a string of household problems since
it arrived. These include rnace issues and a flood in our basement during the recent monsoons that hit
the eastcoast. Over the wthter, we did a lot of shoveling, like others in the northeast. So the aggravations.
thg has dried out and there's only
of homeownership have hit me hard this year But at this potht, eve
a little bit of sleet outside, so better times are at hand.
The kids who use our house as home base are doing pretty
well. Brian is having a "rebuilding
year" m college. He was not happy in his major and did change it in the end. He will have to spend extra
time getting his degree, but he understands himself better and that will help going forward with school
and career decisions. Emily has settled into her freshman year at Boston College, after going through all
the usual ups and downs for someone starting college and leaving home. Her school is six hours away
so it's been a big change for her. Academically, she's doing fine, and has found activities she enjoys
fall, and is excited about living with them
after some trial and error. She is set with roommates for next
in a suite next year and moving closer to clinical experiences th her nursing major.
happy in 9th grade. He's still in the middle school building of our district, but
Colin seems pretty
is really a high school freshman so his coursework is a bit harder. He's handling the schoolwork well
and is doing a mix of activities, but doesn't have one thing that he is passionate about. He has participated
science fair for a third year in a row, and continues with cello, tech club, etc. He's decided
in the county
on a very ambitious course load for next
year, which I'm a little concerned about. We'll see how it goes.
Things at work have not settled down at all for Joe. There was a major reorganization at Merck
this past year, but times continue to be very tough for pharmaceutical companies, so more layoffs loom on
the horizon. Just never seems to be an end to it. But, there are crocuses outside so spring is coming, for
sure!
Love to all,
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April Fools Day, 2011
The timing of this letter is once perfect. I just returned from Virginia where I was able to visit with Mom, Monica,
Eric, Danie, and both of their children and spouses. The immediate reason for the trip was to celebrate Monica's
60 th birthday (I won't mention anyone else in the wider family also celebrating their 60 th) . I took the time during
Gillian's spring break so she could be present as well. We flew down and rented a car so we could visit everyone
and do some limited sight-seeing. Since it had been (and still is) far from Spring in NY (snowing on April Fools
Day), it was nice to be treated to 60-70 degree weather for a few days.
Mom looked great, having lost about 50 lbs over many months. While still hunched over a bit, she was somewhat
easily able to get in and out of the car. She is getting around rather nicely with her ever-present walker. She is an
inspiration with her dedication to daily exercises and resolve with her diet. I wish I would learn!
Monica is maintaining her place as queen of Walter Reed. She darts around the halls in her wheelchair, shouting
out to other residents and staff as she passes by. We had a nice Chinese lunch with a cake to celebrate the
event. Just yesterday, she called all excited with the news that she is being offered a private room. I usually don't
li ke it when things sound too good to be true, but if it works out, it will enable her to control her own environment
(open window and door) as well as have her entertainment (TV, music) without needing headphones. Mom will
have to let you know the result in her next entry.
Eric and family are all well. It was especially good to see his whole family and hear firsthand what they are up to.
I'd post pictures, but it seems I left my camera in the rental car in our dash for our return flight. Maybe I'll get it
back someday??? I'll leave it to Eric to fill you in more on his family. Suffice it to say that the unfolding stories
from Japan's nuclear events were in our conversations, with Eric providing expert commentary on the news.
Here at home, we are grateful that all is well.
Shannon is blazing her own trail at SHHS, breaking out from the legacies she inherited from Gillian & William.
She's got a good circle of friends and is plugged into activities. She's doing well overall and enjoying her time
there. She'll own the place by senior year. She will also try her hand at being a CIT at the Yonkers Parks Dept
summer camp. She's a little lonely being the only child at home during the week, but she makes the best of it.
Gillian continues to thrive at CMSV. She also has a good circle of friends, and a great roommate. She just
registered for her junior year: we can't believe she is nearly half done. She's doing great in Math, but also seems
to like the Education course she's had so far. Perhaps she will go on to be a secondary Math teacher: God
knows the Country needs good teachers in Math! She is frequently home on weekends, as are most "Mounties".
She will be a full counselor again at the summer camp with Shannon.
William is busy as ever at Iona. While missing out on elections to student council, he will remain a class rep and
campus minister. He seems to be involved in everything, and has even played his wind controller at coffeehouses, which were streamed on the net so we could watch/listen. He's still working for IBM at least through next
year, and we are hopeful that they will hire him full time after graduation. He is contemplating going on for his
Masters right away: I only hope IBM will pay for it! He also has an opportunity to go to Hawaii in two months to
assist a professor in delivering a paper. He provided technical support for her research, and she said he would
be able to go along to assist. We're just trying to figure out who pays for what. It would be a great opportunity,
great for his resume. Not to mention nice to be a young single guy in Paradise for a week! (Did I just say that???)
Deanne continues with all manner of things at Sacred Heart. First Reconciliation and Confirmation have been
celebrated, and two First Eucharist celebrations remain. There are two because, even though Archdiocesan
policy is to have Reconciliation in grade 2 and Eucharist in grade 3, several neighboring parishes celebrate both
sacraments in grade 2. With schools (and maybe parishes?) closing, we need to be able to seamlessly bring
students from their programs into ours. So, we are bending to their practice.
Alan still slogs though work at Deutsche Bank. The staff in Mumbai is functioning slightly better than in the past,
but the local support teams are really not functioning well. There is an operational plan out there, but it simply is
not a reality yet, which makes my work miserable. But with all the good things going on at home and
involvements in Sacred Heart, life is good. My health remains mostly good, I just have to diet and exercise more!
Have a joyful remainder to Lent, and a blessed Easter!
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